Citizen Science:
People Powered Science to
Protect our Environment

What is citizen science?

Citizen or people powered science is
everyday people recording and sharing
observations of the world around them.
It provides essential information that
contributes to our understanding of
our environment and helps inform our
decisions and actions to protect it.

Citizen science involves public
participation and collaboration in
scientific research with the aim to
increase scientific knowledge.
Australian Citizen Science Association

Who can get involved?
Everyone!
No qualifications required

Rapid advances in technology are
making citizen science more accessible;
see examples of programs on the
following page.

deeca.vic.gov.au | environment.vic.gov.au/volunteering

Citizen science in Victoria

Victoria has an established and
growing citizen science sector which
has been delivering essential data for
biodiversity conservation for many
years.

Citizen science plays a crucial role in
filling data gaps on private land and
providing long term monitoring of sites
and species.

Citizen science observations
contribute to important decisions

about Victoria’s environment.

In 2023 our annual Volunteering
Naturally snapshot showed there
were over 213,500 volunteers in
Victoriq, including citizen scientists,
contributing over 1.9 million hours of
effort, an economic contribution of
almost $85 million.
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How can | contribute? Acsrriect finder

Check out the Australian E
Citizen Science Association’s
Project Finder to see a list

of a wide variety of citizen
science programs underway
in Victoria.

What's involved?

Recording observations can be as
simple as uploading photos of plants
or animals you've seen via a smart
phone app, right through to repeated
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field surveys with a community group. eBird
There are many ways to contribute. eBird ol o
How is the data used?

Citizen science programs contribute m s\f;:gl:y
valuable data to environmental N

monitoring and management projects EstuaryWatch

across the state.
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In some cases, this includes sharing
data with the Victorian Biodiversity
Atlas (VBA).

FrogID
Victorian Biodiversity Atlas ustralian
Data shared with the VBA VBA website S
is accessible via NatureKit
and used in government iNaturalist
modelling and decision
making. This includes Naturalist
conservation assessments
and emergency response The Great
operations. Not all citizen s Biosecurity
science programs currently Quest Quest
contribute data to the VBA. sgriculture
However, this will change as
dqtg verification becomes E—— Wg:g;
easier. ihoad Victoria
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Every record counts!
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Examples of Citizen Science programs:

Record bird
observations.

Record and identify
birds from photos
and calls.

Record estuary
health and
conditions.

Record and identify
frogs from photos
and calls.

Record and identify
frogs from photos
and calls.

Record
observations of
plants, animals and
fungi.

Record sightings

of pests plants and
animals and plant
diseases in Victoria.

Record water
quality in rivers
and streams across
Australia.

Record sightings
and photos of
whales along
Victoria’s coastline.




